
A week of concerts and services in one of 
London’s most historic and beautiful churches

Holy Week Festival
Temple Church  |  2nd – 9th April 2023

Follow us:Tickets: £5 - £15
templemusic.org    020 7427 5641



Welcome to Temple Church, steeped in  
the history of Christendom, of this country 
and of the whole Common Law World.
Its 12th century rotunda was designed by the Knights 
Templar to recall the holiest place in the Crusaders’ world: 
the circular Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 
When we step into the Round Church, we are, to the 
medieval mind, at the centre of the centre of the world. 

This festival transports us to Jerusalem 2000 years ago, and to one  
of the greatest dramas ever told – which has in turn over centuries  
inspired some of the most profound music ever written. Join us and  
an exceptional array of musicians in this numinous space for what is  
sure to be an inspirational and moving week.

Palm Sunday  
2nd April

Monday 3rd April

Choral Mattins 
11.15am – 12.15pm

Temple Church Choir 

Organ prelude: Benedictus (Reger) 
Introit: Pueri Hebraeorum (Victoria) 
Psalm: 61 (plainsong) 
First canticle: Lamentations (Byrd) 
Salvator Mundi (Tallis) 
Anthem: Wash me throughly (Wesley)  
Organ voluntary: Valet will ich dir geben BWV735 (Bach)

Free

Rachmaninoff Vespers 
8pm – 9pm

Choir of King’s College London 
Dr Joseph Fort, director 

In honour of Rachmaninoff ’s 150th anniversary, one of England’s leading 
university choirs gives a candlelit performance of Rachmaninoff ’s 1915  
All-Night Vigil, popularly know as the ‘Vespers’.

This masterpiece of 20th century sacred music draws on the soundworld 
of Orthodox worship - particularly the singing of chant and the ringing 
of bells. An atmospheric way to close the day in this oasis in the City 
of London.

Tickets £15 (Students and NHS workers £5)

Holy Week Festival

“ In the Orthodox Church it is said that the mind should enter the heart. Surely there is 
no better illustration of the meaning of this phrase than Rachmaninoff’s sublime music.” 
Ivan Moody on the Vespers



Dupré: Symphonie-Passion Op 23 
1pm – 1.40pm

Richard Pinel, organ 
Grace Davidson, soprano 

This great organ symphony depicting the life of 
Christ began life in 1921 as an improvisation on 
the Grand Court Organ inside the John Wanamaker 
Department Store in Philadelphia! 

Dupré’s improvisation was based on four melodies 
suggested by audience members including the Easter 
chants Stabat mater dolorosa and Adoro te devote.

For this performance, organist Richard Pinel is joined by  
soprano Grace Davidson, who sings the chants on which  
this mesmerising work is based.

Tickets £10 (Students and NHS workers £5)

Miserere 
5.30pm – 6.30pm

Temple Singers 
Thomas Allery, director

A rich, reflective programme of searingly beautiful  
European sacred music for Passiontide, from one of  
London’s leading professional church choirs -  
including masterpieces of the Renaissance,  
Baroque and twentieth century:

Lotti: Crucifixus in 8 parts 
Caldara: Crucifixus in 16 parts 
Byrd: Ne irascaris, Domine 
Tallis: Miserere nostri 
Byrd: Miserere mei 
Poulenc: Quatre motets pour un temps de penitence 
Purcell: Hear my prayer, O Lord 
Purcell: Remember not, Lord, our offences 
Lassus: Timor et tremor 
Bruckner: Christus factus est

Tickets £15 (Students and NHS workers £5)

Beethoven: String Quartet in B flat major Op 130 
1pm – 1.50pm

Temple Soloists 

Beethoven’s late period saw a troubled, unwell, deaf man, 
who knew his life was running out writing music of 
extraordinary intensity, innovation, and profundity. 
After his vast ninth symphony, premiered in 1824, 
Beethoven turned almost solely to string quartets 
in his last years. These late quartets were roundly 
dismissed by the audience of the day: composer 
Louis Spohr called them “indecipherable, uncorrected horrors”. And yet this 
music has had a deep effect on generations since, and is today held to be some of 
the great art of all time.

The pinnacle of Opus 130 is an utterly beautiful Cavatina which “touches on the 
richness of the human capacity for love as well as the loneliness of isolation”  
(Mark Steinberg). The quartet culminates in the Große Fuge, an immense double  
fugue regarded as one of Beethoven’s greatest achievements.

Temple Soloists brings together four exceptional chamber musicians:

Jamie Campbell, Violin I 
Alessandro Ruisi, Violin II 
Jane Atkins, Viola 
Nathaniel Boyd, Cello

Their residency at the festival concludes on  
Good Friday, with an afternoon performance of  
Haydn’s Seven Last Words of Christ.

Tickets £10 (Students and NHS workers £5)

Tuesday 4th April Wednesday 5th April

Magnificat: Collegium Regale (Tavener) 
Nunc dimittis (Holst) 
Anthem: Quomodo cantabimus (Byrd) 
Organ voluntary: Larghetto (S S Wesley)

“When panache is required, Pinel  
can produce it with sizzling effect”  

Organists’ Review

Choral Evensong 
6pm – 7pm

Temple Singers 

Organ prelude: Christus, der uns selig macht (Bach) 
Introit: Remember not, Lord, our offences (Purcell) 
Responses: Byrd 
Psalm: 25 (13 - end) 

Free



Bach: Partita in D minor for solo violin 
9pm – 9.30pm

Liza Ferschtman, violin 

In this late-night concert, celebrated Dutch violinist Liza Ferschtman 
performs Bach’s profound Partita for Violin No 2 by candlelight.  
The vulnerability and intimacy of the solo violin sonority contrasts  
with the architectural nature of the music: like this beautiful building, 
the partita taps into something higher.

The summit of the work is its final movement, the epic Chaconne, 
which features 64 variations on a short ground bass. It is widely 
held to be one of the greatest pieces of music ever written.

Tickets £15 (Students and NHS workers £5)

Haydn: The Seven Last Words  
of Christ Op 51 
2pm – 3.15pm

Temple Soloists 

A string quartet like no other, Seven Last Words is a sequence of meditations on the seven 
sentences uttered by Christ from the cross, framed by an intense introduction and an explosive 
coda. It began life as a commission from a Jesuit priest for an orchestral work to be performed 
in the Good Friday service at an underground church in the city of Cádiz. That commission led 
Haydn into some of the most reflective and deeply emotional music he ever wrote, and his version 
for string quartet has a heightened sense of intimacy and reverence. 

To perform this timeless work especially for our Holy Week Festival, we have assembled Temple 
Soloists, a hand-picked team of elite chamber musicians:

Jamie Campbell, Violin I 
Alessandro Ruisi, Violin II 
Jane Atkins, Viola 
Nathaniel Boyd, Cello

They begin their residency earlier in the week with a performance of Beethoven’s Opus 130,  
at 1pm on Wednesday 5th April 2023.

Tickets £10 (Students and NHS workers £5)

Good Friday 
7th April

Maundy Thursday 
6th April

Choral Communion 
1.15pm – 2pm

Temple Singers 

Organ prelude: O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig (Bach) 
Setting: Missa Pater noster (Palestrina) 
Gradual: Ave verum corpus (Elgar) 
Offertory: Ubi caritas (Ola Gjeilo) 
Organ voluntary: Chant donné (Duruflé)

Free

Choral Mattins 
11.15am – 12.15pm

Temple Singers 

Organ prelude: Ein Lämmlein geht  
und trägt die Schuld (Pachelbel) 
Introit: Call to remembrance, O Lord (Farrant)  
The Reproaches (John Sanders) 
Salvator mundi (Tallis) 
Anthem: Christus factus est (Anerio) 
Organ voluntary: Fantasia in C minor BWV562 (Bach)

Free

“ Not just one of the greatest pieces of music ever 
written, but one of the greatest achievements of  
any man in history. It’s a spiritually powerful piece, 
emotionally powerful, structurally perfect.” 
Joshua Bell on the Chaconne



Holy Communion (said) 
8.30am – 9am

Free

First Communion of Easter 
8pm – 9pm

Temple Singers 

Mass setting: Missa Bell’ Amfitrit’ altera (Lassus)  
Gradual anthem: Surrexit Christus hodie (Scheidt) 
Communion anthem: Haec dies (Byrd) 
Organ voluntary: Prelude in C BWV547 (Bach)

Free

Choral Communion 
11.15am – 12.15pm

Temple Singers 

Organ prelude: Interlude in C (Walford Davies) 
Introit: This joyful Eastertide (Wood) 
Mass setting: Schubert in G  
Psalm: 111  
Anthem: O sons and daughters (Walford Davies) 
Organ voluntary: Fugue in C BWV547 (Bach)

Free

Something Understood  
(BBC Radio 4) On air only event 

6.05am – 6.35am
An episode 
of the weekly 
programme 
pre-recorded in 
the Temple Church 
with the Master of 
the Temple and the 
choristers of the  
Temple Church Choir 
(available afterwards on  
BBC Sounds).

Holy Saturday, 8th April

Easter Day, 9th April

Tickets: £5 - £15

templemusic.org    

020 7427 5641

Offering exceptional value for 
money, passes to all 6 concerts in 
the festival are available for £50

Saver pass


